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Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -              “Our God Reigns”                         Page 229
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today May 21, 2023, Ascension of Our Lord Sunday!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Bonita Heddings in loving memory of her husband Mark.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS FOR May 21: Ed & Peggy Berra and Bob Endy. Greeters for May 28 and June 4: Susan Faust, Donna Novinger, and To be announced.
LAY READERS: May 21 - Norine Goss; May 28 - Scott Miller. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: May 21 & May 28 - Donna Novinger; June 4 & June 11- Ken Bechtel; June 18 & 25 - Ed Dobbin. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One.  We will begin Season Two of “The Chosen after we finish Season One. Please join us.
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                                 May 21, 2023

 Ascension of Our Lord Sunday 
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

May 21, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM 

Ascension of Our Lord Sunday
     (*Please stand as you are able)

 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Seth Guertin                   

L:  We come together at the beginning of another week to prepare ourselves to go forth and fulfill our commission
P:  to proclaim repentance and forgiveness of sins in the name of Jesus Christ.   

ALL: Let us come expectantly that we might receive the power from on high that God has promised.
L:  Come! Let us worship!

      *Hymn -               “A Hymn of Glory”        See Insert
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
O God, our understanding is so limited, and what we do not fully understand we often refuse to believe. Deepen our understanding, we pray, and help us where we cannot fully comprehend to walk by faith, trusting in our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
The Psalm: 47:1-9 (Responsive)                                  
  L: Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.
P: For the Lord Most High is awesome, the great King over all the earth.
L:  He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet.
P: He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.
L: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.
P: Sing praise to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King of all the earth; sing praises.
L: For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.
P: God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.
L:  the nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham,
P: for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

We believe in one God, the eternal Father, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord, and abiding and working in our hearts as the Holy Spirit. We believe in the redemption of mankind by Jesus Christ, who is able to save all those who trust in His Grace. We believe in the Kingdom of God - not yet realized, but in process - which shall prevail over all the earth in justice, love and peace. We believe that we are chosen to invest our lives in the establishment of this kingdom. Amen.
Hymn -                   “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                  Page 233
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:    Norine Goss, Lay Reader
  Luke 24:44-53 (Pg. 122 N.T. Pew Bible)  Acts 1:1-11 (Pg. 157 N.T. Pew Bible)          
          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:                      “In the Meantime…”     
     CHURCH CALENDAR
May 21 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
May 22 - 7:00PM - Pastor Search Committee

May 24 - 6:00PM - Prayer Team

                7:00PM - Council Meeting
May  28 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
May 29 - Memorial Day Holiday- Church offices are closed
June   4 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
              Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Sue Faust, Leon Shaffer
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall.

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM\

Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM

Troop 11300 meets 2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00-7:30PM

Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday of each month 6:00-7:30PM

LIFELINE PREGNANCY BABY BOTTLES CAMPAIGN:  Please return all baby bottles by TODAY Sunday May 21st. Please don’t forget to put “returned” on the sign-up sheet, thank you. 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Our church profile is completed and we are beginning to review candidate profiles. We plan to give more updates as we progress in this process.

SUMMER CRAFT/VENDOR FESTIVAL will be held at The Valleys on Saturday June 10th from 9:00AM to 3:00PM. There will be different crafts, games are planned for children success. Please see Bridget Campbell or Marie Herb if you wish to help at the festival or to donate food items.and Valleys will have a food stand. Volunteers are needed to make this a success. Please see Bridget Campbell or Marie Herb if you wish to help at the festival or to donate food items.
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Diane Shaffer, (recovering-surgery);  *Barbara (Home recovering-surgery) & Dennis Croutharmel; *John Shoop; *Chuck Bisking; *Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Gloria Duttry and Family;  Chris Herb Jr.;  Ed Dobbin; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Randy Byerly; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Jay Zerby, (Rachael Bryson’s grandson); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend); Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.

          2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are beginning to collect donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. It may seem early but lots of donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

Yard Sale is When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 

            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), composition books, notebooks, rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are needed to setup tables and sort clothing from July 11th to August 3rd. (Anyone who wishes to help sort clothing can do so in the choir room before July 11th.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 

    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 11th until after the yard sale.)

     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for May 21, 2023

Invocation:

Dear God, it’s been a long week and we ask that You would direct our hearts and minds towards You, and fill us with Your Spirit bringing refreshment, renewal, peace, and joy.   You remind us in Your Word that You are faithful to carry our burdens.  You tell us that You will renew our strength and You promise to give us rest as we come to You.  So Lord, would You meet us in this house of worship today as we worship You.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

Scripture:  Luke 24:44-53. Acts 1:1-11   Responsive Scripture: Psalm 47

Sermon




“In the Meantime…”

A Tribal Chief was dying.  He called three of his people to him and said, “I must select a successor.  Therefore, climb our holy mountain and return with the most precious gift you can find.”  The first brought back a huge gold nugget.  The second brought back a priceless gem.  The third came back empty-handed, saying, “When I reached the mountaintop I saw on the other side, a beautiful land, where people could have a better life.”  The chief said, “You shall succeed me.  You have brought back the most precious gift of all: a vision of a better tomorrow.”

I think we all want a vision of a better tomorrow, especially given that we are now living in a time of great uncertainty.  And that is what the disciples wanted as well – a vision of a better tomorrow.  

The Apostles and the Risen Jesus were on the Mount of Olives.  He’d been hanging out with them, on and off for forty days after His Resurrection teaching them about the Kingdom of God.  But it must have been some difficult stuff for them to understand because they still didn’t seem to have a clue of what Jesus was talking about.  

One time, when they were eating together, Jesus told them that very soon they were going to receive the “gift” that God had promised them and which Jesus and even John the Baptist had been talking about for years.  The time of preparation for this was coming to an end.  Jesus would be ascending back to heaven where He would sit at the right hand of God the Father.  Then, after a few days of waiting, they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  This was the gift, but they still didn’t get it.  They didn’t get what it was about.

So, they interrupted Jesus’ stream of thought by asking: “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  They were thinking of God’s Kingdom in earthly, political terms.  And I think a lot of us still make that mistake today.  But Jesus never was about worldly politics.  The Kingdom Jesus was talking about is a Kingdom based on love, new life and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  And the disciples are to spread the Good News that this world with all its troubles, violence, disease, sin and heartache is not our final destination.  They are to spread the Good News that through Jesus’ Christ’s death, Resurrection and Ascension to the right hand of God the Father – we now have a way to heaven – a way back to God.  And the Holy Spirit is the One through whom we are given this guarantee.

Remember in John’s Gospel when Jesus is telling the disciples what will happen?  He tells them in John 14 and 15 that God will send them a Counselor – the Spirit of Truth – after Jesus ascends back to heaven.  And this Holy Spirit will come upon the believers and open their minds to the Truth and the Scriptures.  The Holy Spirit will cause the believers to be born again, that is, born of God or born of the Spirit.  They will become children of God and the Spirit will give them courage – courage to go out into the world and spread the Good News. And therefore, the work of Jesus Christ will continue through the work of those who believe – the Church.

We are told that after Jesus finished telling them about what would happen, “he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.” And those who had gathered around Jesus, who had just eaten with Him and listened to His teachings stared towards the heavens as this happened.  And they must have stood there for some time, because the next thing that happens is two men dressed in white suddenly appear and ask them why they are standing there staring up into the sky.  And who can blame them, it’s hard for any of us to fathom a person lifting from the ground and floating toward the heavens.

Also, this is Jesus final departure from earth until He returns.  And so, this is not the end – simply a new beginning.  It’s a visual signal that the path has now been taken by Christ Himself, and we are to take it as well.  A new day has dawned, and it is time to tell the world that we have been to the mountaintop, we have seen what is on the other side, and it is a better future – a future where the dwelling of God will, once again, be with His people.

In Luke’s Gospel, we are told that those watching Jesus ascend to heaven, “worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.”  This is the first instance where they “worship” Jesus.  These followers of Christ, all pious Jews, knew that God alone was to be worshiped.  The God now being worshiped by the disciples is also One Who knows loneliness, betrayal, rejection, thirst, and even death.  

The Ascension of Jesus into heaven alters our picture of God.  We can no longer define God in a way that leaves God completely detached from human experience.  The ascended Jesus, who sits at God’s right hand, reveals a God Who is vulnerable and even approachable.  When we turn to God in times of distress or temptation, we are not calling out to a deity that is aloof and unfamiliar with our struggles.  God knows our trials intimately and not only comforts us by identifying with our pain but also assures us that troubles will not have the final word because it is the risen and ascended Christ who intercedes for us and nothing can separate us from His love – not even death itself!!!

And this same Jesus, who ascended into heaven, will come again – establishing a new heaven and a new earth.  And we are to be ready, and we are to help ready the world for His coming.  And there is no greater calling.  2,000 years ago, 40 days after the Resurrection, there was a time of great uncertainty in the minds of Jesus’ disciples.  Right now is a time of great uncertainty for us, as well.  But this story about Jesus’ final instructions to His followers and then His ascension into heaven can help pull us out of the anxiety of not knowing because in this moment, Jesus has established a purpose for our lives “in the meantime.”

We are told that after Jesus ascended to the Father, the apostles and other followers returned to Jerusalem.  They gathered in an upper room, where they were united in their devotion to prayer.  We aren’t told what they prayed for, but I think we can guess.  I suspect they prayed for wisdom and guidance from God.  I’d imagine they prayed for courage and strength to do the work Jesus was calling them to do.  I think they probably prayed for the power of the Holy Spirit to be present with them.  Like us right now, I’d imagine these followers of Christ were longing for an anchor in a world of change.  In the times of deepest uncertainty and insecurity, we find comfort and direction and God Himself through prayer.

And now is a time for all of us to be united in prayer as well.  The disciples also prepared for when God’s Spirit would come.  If we were to read just a little further in Acts we would find that the disciples also spent the time between the Ascension and Pentecost finding another leader to take the place of Judas.  They believed Jesus when He promised that they would be filled with power when the Holy Spirit comes.  

You know, an essential teaching of Christianity is that God has a plan for us.  History is not just some haphazard conglomeration of chance which is going nowhere.  We have been given a vision of a better tomorrow.  And when that final fulfillment comes, Jesus Christ will be the Judge and the Lord of all.  The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is not something to speculate about; it’s a summons to make ourselves and our world ready for that day when it comes.

Here in 2023 let us pray for the rebirth of the Church.  I believe that as we seek to continue our calling to be witnesses, we are going to see that happening in lots of new and creative ways.  Let’s remember that Jesus’ calling is still here – it’s a calling which has never and will never change.  Jesus calls us to follow the path He has laid out to be His witnesses.  We can’t just stand around, staring at the sky and wondering what will happen next.  In prayer, we must seek the power of the Holy Spirit to guide us.

We don’t know exactly what the future holds, but our purpose has not changed.  Jesus Christ has lived, died, risen again and Ascended into Heaven.  Someday, He will return to judge the living and the dead.  In the meantime we are to be witnesses in Halifax, and in the surrounding communities and all the way to the ends of the earth.  Praise God!  Amen.

Pastoral  Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Lord of life, we pray that Your church may be alive with the Risen Christ present.  Refresh us and revive us with the breath of Your Spirit.  As Your Church throughout all the world gathers in worship and adoration, may we show the possibility of Your saving love to the searching world.  Bless and protect all those who spread Your Word in all corners of the world, often under very difficult circumstances.

We pray for Your world created by love, but spoiled by sin.  We pray for places where people are governed unjustly and oppressively and torn apart by wars.  May You Spirit of love bring peace and harmony to the world.  We pray for the leaders of our nations, that hearts may be turned to honor what is just and true and to know what is right and strive towards it.

Lord, we pray for all whose lives are empty and falling apart, for those whose suffering is not apparent, for those whose minds are full of bitter memories or anxieties.  We pray for the bereaved and the sick.  We remember before You ________________________________________________.  We pray for those who care for the sick, that their patience, compassion, and understanding may be constantly renewed.

Lord, as we go out into the world this week, let the power of Your Spirit flow through us that we may come alive in Christ and be given strength beyond our own to do what You call us to do.  We pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

